
 
 
GREEN BELT REVIEW PHASE 1  

1.  Purpose 
1.0 To inform VALP Scrutiny Committee of the output from the Green Belt Review Phase 

1. 

2. Recommendation 

To consider the content of the report. 

3. Supporting information 

3.1 As part of the evidence base for the emerging Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) 
we are undertaking an assessment of the Green Belt. This work is being done jointly 
with Wycombe District Council, Chiltern District Council, South Bucks District Council 
and Buckinghamshire County Council. It will be used to inform the emerging Local 
Plans in the area including the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan. The National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF) permits the review of Green Belt boundaries when Local 
Plans are prepared.  

3.2 In March 2016 Part 1 of the Buckinghamshire Green Belt Assessment,  undertaken 
by consultants Arups, was published. This can be viewed on our website 
http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/supporting-evidence (please note this is broken 
down into a number of separate documents due to the file size). The Assessment 
has looked at how areas of land within the Green Belt, and some areas adjacent, 
perform against the five purposes of the Green Belt as set out in the NPPF: 

• To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas 

• To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another 

• To assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

• To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns 

• To assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and 
other urban land 

3.3 The work by Arup has identified some parcels which perform weaker against these 
purposes and other parcels which have areas within them which are likely to perform 
weaker if assessed on their own. The three areas that were identified within 
Aylesbury Vale and what the recommendations are attached as Appendix 1. A map 
showing these areas across the whole study area is attached as Appendix 2. 

3.4 These identified areas will now be given further consideration under Part 2 of the 
Green Belt review to assess constraints on the site to see whether they are 
potentially suitable for development (similar to the way sites are assessed in the 
Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment) and whether there are 
exceptional circumstances justifying the release of Green Belt land. It will also need 
to look at whether permanent and defensible boundaries can be identified if the 
Green Belt boundary is to be amended. Any sites within Aylesbury Vale which are 

http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/supporting-evidence


proposed for removal or additional to the Green Belt will be consulted on as part of 
the draft Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan. 

3.5 As you will be aware the Green Belt Assessment will also be an important part of the 
capacity assessments of the other Buckinghamshire Councils and will be part of 
determining what their unmet need will be. Chiltern and South Bucks have already 
consulted on the suitability of sites to be removed from the Green Belt ahead of 
Phase 2 work. This showed more land as potentially suitable for removal than has 
been indicated in the Arup study and will be progressed through their local plan 
preparation process. 

4 Resource implications 
4.1 Funding of the Local Plan’s preparation is being derived from existing budgets. 
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